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WELCOME HOME  Adeline Michelle Kasten was born to Mr. Dan Kasten (Gr. 5) and his wife, Tina, on April 21, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Adeline weighs 7 lbs. 15 oz. and is 21.5” long.  May Jesus bless and keep Adeline, her “big” sister Hannah, and Mr. and Mrs. Kasten.  Thanks Mrs. Georgson, for covering when Mr. Kasten was gone.  Thanks Grade 5 students for handling the situation so well.

MONDAY, NO SCHOOL  On Monday, May 3, GHLS does not have classes as the faculty is scheduled to have a professional growth day.  Classes resume on Tuesday, May 4.

2010 CONFIRMANDS  On Sunday, May 2, the following GHLS 8th grade students will make their public promises to follow Jesus for the rest of their lives when they are confirmed in the 10:00 a.m. worship service.  Avery giles, Bethaney Covington, Shontrice Cross, Bryant Dorsey, Joshua Evans, Anthony Little, Lamarr Nash, Alexus Ness (she is being confirmed with her GHLS class but her family belongs to Siloah), and Janiyah Tate are the confirmands from the GHLS 8th grade.   John Marquardt, GHLC Family Minister Paul Marquardt’s son, will also be confirmed.  Congratulations and God’s richest blessings on all of you.

DRESS DOWN DAY IS THIS FRIDAY  This Friday, April 30, is the next GHLS “Dress Down Day.”   Students are to follow the rules below.  A great “mini-rule” is:  If in doubt, leave it out.   PANTS:  Regular uniform, Dockers-style, cargo pants, khaki’s, or nice jeans.  No pants can have rips, patches, stains, excessive fading, or offensive/objectionable images or words.  All pants must be pulled up, not overly baggy.  Belts do not need to be worn as long as pants are up and stay up.   SHIRTS:  Polo shirts, button down shirts, nice T-style shirts (no offensive/objectionable images or words).  Nice sweat shirts (no hoods, no objectionable images or words).  No tank tops or beaters.  GHLS shirts can be worn if not hooded.  Shirts cannot be too big, loose, or baggy.  Shirts cannot be see-through or revealing (chest/mid-rift).  Shirts need not be tucked in unless they are way too long.   SWEATERS/JACKETS:  Button down, pull-over, or zippered sweaters.  Jackets that a part of a sweat suit or part of a jacket/pants outfit.  Jackets that are designed specifically for outdoor wear may not be worn.  SHOES:  Regular school shoes, tennis shoes (no lights or wheels, no offensive/ objectionable images).  Girls may wear strapped sandals.  No slippers, clogs, or revealed heel.  Heels on girls’ shoes cannot be more than 2 inches.  JEWELRY:  Limited number of rings, bracelets, necklaces, and wristbands.  Watches may be worn.  For girls, earrings with dangling parts are allowed as long as the whole earring is not more than 2 ¼ inches in length or diameter.  Boys may wear one stud earring.  HAIR:  Hair must be clean and combed.  No colors.  No offensive/objectionable images or designs.  Girls may wear head bands, scarves, etc. as long as they are not hanging in the face or below shoulder length.  No hats of any kind are allowed.  No dew rags.  PLEASE NOTE:  Teachers may ask a student to remove any item they feel is not meeting the guidelines above, is offensive or objectionable, or that is a distraction to the student him/herself or to other students.  In some cases, a parent may be asked to bring different clothing to school. Students not following the code above, will not be allowed to participate in the next Dress Down Day.  If too many students do not follow the above dress code, Dress Down Days could be discontinued.

WE’RE UP TO 90% ALREADY!  Only 10% of the available seats remain at Garden Homes Lutheran School for the 2010-2011 school year.  This includes seats available in the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program.  As of this writing, 216 students have already enrolled for 2010-11.  Eighteen current GHLS students have yet to enroll.  The next open enrollment period runs from May 1-20.  When applying for the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program, remember to bring your 2009 federal tax return or other documentation of assistance, as well as your proof of residency within the city of Milwaukee.

11 TEAMS IN SATURDAY’S TOURNEY  Garden Homes Lutheran School has 11 teams entered for this Saturday’s “2nd Annual Christian Basketball Tournament” to raise funds for much-needed, playground equipment for our school’s early childhood levels (K3-K5).  While “Dr. J’s Bomb Squad” (GHLS principal’s team) is the prohibitive favorite to capture the crown, other teams will offer up some great competition and fun.  Come and watch the action and help the fund-raiser.  It begins at 8:00 a.m.  Admission is $2.00/person.  Thrivent Financial will be adding an extra $1,000 towards the playground fund if $2,000 is raised during the basketball fundraiser event.  If you can help support this event in ANY way, please contact Jen Mueller (GHLS K5 teacher) at 331-5347.

CELEBRATE OUR TEACHERS!   May 3-7 is National Teacher Appreciation Week (May 4 is Teacher Appreciation Day).  During this week, let’s make a special point to thank the Lord for GHLS’s awesome teachers.  Include them in your prayers, be extremely cooperative, get all your work done, get A’s and B’s, and show them love in whatever ways you can.  Also, teachers love sweet treats, too! 


NEW POLICY PASSED FOR 2010-11  The Board of Education revised GHLS “days absent” policy.  Beginning in 2010-11, the maximum number of days a student can be absent in a school year and not face dismissal or grade retention is 16.  Current GHLS policy allows a student to miss 36 days, which is almost a whole quarter of school.  This is an unusually, liberal amount.  Other WELS urban schools have absentee amounts closer to the 16 day limit, for example: 10 days (Hope Christian), 22 days (Christ-St. Peter), 15 days (St. Marcus).  Absences allowed beyond the new 16 day total would be a) handled on a case-by-case basis, b) need to be unusually unique situations, and would c) require special documentation/verification.

IT WILL START TO ADD UP   As the year has gone on, it seems that more and more parents are taking their children out of class early – 30 minutes, 20 minutes, 15 minutes before class is dismissed at 3:30 p.m.  While we can’t prevent this, especially if there is a legitimate appointment to make, we will begin adding up the minutes a student is being pulled early from class.  If it becomes excessive, the child may be asked to make up the missed instructional time.  As much as possible, appointments should be scheduled when school is not in session or after school is out for the day.

ZUMBA FITNESS  Even if you missed out on the April workouts, ZUMBA will be offered two times per week in May!  The ZUMBA fitness program fuses together Latin rhythms, hip hop, and rap along with easy-to-follow moves for a fun, energizing, and effective hour of exercise!  Classes will be held on the following dates....Mondays: May 3, 10, 17, 24 at 6:00 p.m.  Saturdays: May 8 (10:30 a.m.), 15, 22, 29 at 10:00 a.m.  Cost: $5/class.  Please arrive 10 minutes early to sign-in.  Please contact Sara Bauer 414-412-6441 with any questions.  Registration forms are located in the information rack by the GHLS office.  Feel free to invite your friends, family, co-workers, and neighbors!  Everyone is welcome!

BASKETBALL CLINIC AT G-HOUSE  On Friday, May 7 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) GHLS will host a special basketball clinic for GHLS boys who are currently in grades 5-8.  Coach Ryan Walz, WISCO’s head basketball coach, will conduct the session to help players improve their skills and take their “game” to the next level.  Reserve your place with Mr. A. Bauer by Wednesday, May 5.  $2.00 is required when you sign up.  Pizza will be served at the end of the session, and parents are welcome to attend the whole evening, meet Coach Walz, and discuss WISCO basketball.

COURTESY ON 24TH PLACE  The one-way flow of 24th Place seems to have been a great improvement and is allowing GHLS students to get dropped off and picked up much more smoothly and safely.  Because many people live on 24th Place, however, and also need to use the street to get where they are going, please be courteous.  Pull to the curbs if open, so other cars can pass by you.  Do not double park or stop for too long in the middle of the street.  Once your children are picked up, cautiously proceed and keep the flow going.   THANKS!

KEEP HIM IN YOUR PRAYERS  On Sunday, April 18, GHLS called Mr. Gerald Hosbach to be our departmentalized Language Arts teacher for grades 5-8.  Mr. Hosbach currently teaches 8th grade at Peace Lutheran School in Hartford, WI.  In the GHLS position, Mr. Hosbach would move from grade to grade and teach Reading, Literature, English, and Writing.  This will be a first-try at departmentalizing our middle and upper grades.  You can learn more about Mr. Hosbach at www.peacehartford.org.  Click on the “School” link on top, then “Faculty and Staff” on the left side, then “Mr. Hosbach.”  Please pray that the Lord’s will be done.  God-willing that will mean Mr. Hosbach comes to GHLS!

GHLS SUMMER SCHOOL  Our 2010 free summer school program will be held from Monday, June 7th through Friday, July 2nd from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. daily. It is intended for children who will be entering grades one through five in the fall of 2010. Several areas of instruction will be offered, including: reading, math, history, art, and music – all taught in the light of God’s saving Word.  Breakfast and lunch will also be provided. Already one-third of our summer school seats have been snatched up.  Registration forms are available in the school office – do not delay.     
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