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FEBRUARY 10, 2010                                                                        
     GHLS Update
                     The Bi-Weekly News from Garden Homes Lutheran School

                              


            Nurturing Souls for Life, Spreading the Word of Jesus Christ






( No School on Monday (   GHLS has off Monday, February 15, for a professional growth day for our teachers.  Every staff member will be visiting another WELS, private, or public school to learn what others are doing to improve teaching, raise student performance, manage classrooms better, and make our school climate even more positive.  GHLS is an awesome school, but we can always improve.

( Sounds from Our Souls (   All GHLS grades are working on the 2010 Black History Program (Friday, February 26, 6:00 p.m.).  The theme for this year is, “SOUNDS from our SOULS: Black Influence on Education, Music, Literature, and Art.”  Black men and women over the years have recognized how vital education, personal growth, dedication, and hard work are to making their lives and their world better, and to making African-American influence stronger.  They have used music to help others grow, soothe spirits, speak their minds, share their beliefs, and effect change.  Black men and women have created literature, poetry, stories, and oration to express themselves, share culture, stir hearts, educate others, and explain life.  They have also taken the opportunity through the arts, to express what they feel inside, share cultural heritage, stir the soul, and provide the world a deeper and more diverse definition of beauty and creativity. Please plan to join us on Friday, February 26, 6:00 p.m. in the gym.  It’s going to stir your soul!

( 2nd Quarter Honor Roll (  The following students maintained a 3.4 (A-) or higher GPA for the 2nd Quarter. WAY TO GO!  Grade 8: Bethaney Covington, Lamarr Nash, Amanda Paige, Kentaurias Johnson, Joshua Evans, Shontrice Cross, Nicole Brown.  Grade 7: David Alston, Isaiah Dorsey, Diana Essoka, Israel Mitchell, Angelo Young.  Grade 6: Janae Freeman, Quinton Reed.  Grade 5: Nicca Brooks, A’miracle Burks, Kenton Fabian, Sha-Ronda Hopkins, Kaila Johnson, Kytelyne Thomas-Kelly.  Grade 4: Kayla Andrews, Dontez Gray, Monae Love, Imari McLemore, Haley Peters, Sequoya Richard, Tanayah Ross, Mikel Terry, Breyana Wallace, Brunard Williams.  Grade 3: Selena Cargile, Davyn Goss, Isaiah Guiden, Nehemiah Mitchell, Julian Sims, Travis Smith Jr., Timothy Stewart, Jaiden Sylvester.  Grade 2: Kayla Brown, Maya Dorsey, Arionna Holt, Jendaya Howard, Jahbar Jenkins, Kaylee Mattek, Jeffrey Simon, Anija Word.  Grade 1: Chloe Mattek, Natalie Paige, Lauren Pitts, Phoeron Scott, La’Dayshia Story, Tobias Ross, Roni Gainer, Kiara Vinson, Chloe Cunningham, Keondre Walker, Deanna Campbell, Romari McNeal, Jade Retic. 

( Some NUMB3RS (   219 students are currently enrolled at GHLS (106 boys/113 girls).  34 are WELS members, 124 are members of other churches, 61 are unchurched.  Grade by grade enrollment:  K3-14, K4-13, K5-19, 1st-23, 2nd-16, 3rd-20, 4th-21, 5th-23, 6th-21, 7th-25, 8th-24.  193 students are participants in Choice (MPCP).  26 students are non-Choice.  198 of our students qualify for free/reduced lunch.  71 students (41%) made the 1st Quarter Honor Roll (3.4 GPA, A- or higher).  58 students (34%) made the 2nd Quarter Honor Roll.  No students have violated the 10 tardy policy for either 1st or 2nd Quarter.  20 students meet with WELS psychologist, Dr. John Juern, who is at GHLS on Fridays.  43 students get additional reading help, and 24 receive additional math help through the two Title 1 teachers in-building.  In the first semester, GHLS collected $667.41 for “New Beginnings: A Home for Mothers” (www.homeformothers.com).  In the 2009-10 GHLS book-reading contest, students exceeded the 1,150 book target by actually reading 1,692 books.  If you or others you know want a GHLS seat for the 2010-11 school year, your Milwaukee Parental Choice Application must be completed and returned to Mr. Wesenberg by February 20.  Failure to do that could mean failure to get into GHLS for 2010-11.

( Meeting of 8th Grade Parents (  Soon, Dr. Nelson will be holding a meeting with all 8th grade parents to discuss graduation and begin partnering together to plan some special graduation festivities.  By February 19, please call, e-mail, or hand-deliver a message to him indicating which of the following meeting options is best for you.  Once everyone is heard from, the best date/time will be communicated to all.  Options to consider:  1) After school beginning at ( 4:00 p.m.  2) After school beginning at 5:00 p.m.  3) Weekday evening beginning around 6:00 p.m.  4) Saturday morning.  5) Saturday afternoon.  Reach Dr. Nelson at 414-444-9050 ext. 206 or jnelson@gardenhomeslutheran.org.

( New Way on the One Way (  The new, one-way direction of 24th Place seems to be working very well.  Thanks for making the adjustment so smoothly.  One thing could be improved, however.  When you drop a child off, or pick up, please pull over to the curb on either side if space is open.  DO NOT stop in the middle of the street if space is open at the curbs.  Stopping in the middle clogs things up and makes it a bit more dangerous with children exiting cars.  THANKS!

( Student Proposal Gets Approved (   Six members of the G-House of Representatives (Jordan Jones, Bethaney Covington, Nicole Brown, Alexus Ness, Adam Paige, and Diana Essoka) successfully presented to the GHLS Board of Education (BoE) the group’s proposal for having “Dress Down Days” once a month.  The entire G-House of Representatives began working on the proposal last October.  Last December, G-House Reps presented it to the school faculty for their reactions and input before taking it to the BoE.  At their February 1 meeting, the BoE approved going forward, as long as it can be done successfully.  G-House Reps will go to all the classes and explain the “rules” for Dress Down Day, and a special note will come home, informing parents of the details as well.  The first “Dress Down Day” will be Friday, February 26.  Great job, G-House Reps!  Let’s see if your “constituents” can show this kind of leadership as well. 

( January Special Honors! (   K3 - Most Improved Social Skills:  Dupree Fletcher, Jo’Vasuan Hayes, Elia Rashaed, Layla Pitts.  K4 - Perfect Attendance: Chelsea Jenkins.  K5 - Perfect Attendance, No Tardies, No Absences:  Kennedi Brooks, Dabrianna Neal, Marquez Williams.  1st -  JOY in our Hearts: Brooklyn Figures,  Johnathan Crain,  La’Dayshia Story, Chloe Mattek.  2nd - No Tardies All Year:  Eli Johnson, Arionna Holt, Michael Richard, Maya Dorsey, Kaylee Mattek.   3rd - Perfect Attendance:  Olivia Robinson, Kyarra Walker,  Cinae Love, Juwan Davis.  4th - 4.0 Honor Roll: Sequoya Richard, Imari McLemore.  5th - Positive Mental Attitude:  Aysha Fair, A’Miracle Burks, Kytelyne Thomas-Kelly.  6th - Perfect Attendance:   Janae Freeman, Quinton Reed, Darvell Peel, Rondiera Gainer.  7th- Honor Roll: Angelo Young, David Alston, Israel Mitchell, Diana Essoka.  8th - Outstanding Classroom Participation: Ryan Gray, Alexus Ness, Shontrice Cross, Lamarr Nash.                     

( January Madness! (  Here are more basketball results:  January 28, GHLS vs Trinity, Waukesha (TW):  B Girls-GHLS 31/TW 21, B Boys-GHLS 32/TW44, A Girls-GHLS 25/TW 42, A Boys-GHLS 52/TW 30.   January 30-31, B Girls’ Conference Tournament:  GHLS 19/Mt. Calvary 32, GHLS 32/St. John’s Lannon 21, GHLS 20/St. Marcus 28.  January 30-31, B Boys’ Conference Tournament:  GHLS 48/St. Marcus 38, GHLS 47/Mt. Calvary 37, GHLS 24/Trinity 38.  GHLS took 2nd Place.  Congratulations guys!  February 5-6, WISCO Boys’ A Tournament:  GHLS 61/Christ-St. Peter 15, GHLS 16/Mt. Calvary 31.

( Doin’ G-House Proud (  GHLS 6th Grader, Quinton Reed, was showcased in the January 20 edition of The Milwaukee Community Journal, the largest African-American newspaper in Wisconsin (www.communityjournal.net).  The  half-page article was part of the MCJ’s “I-Witness” feature and began, “Quinton is a young man whom I-Witness had the pleasure of meeting, and he dazzled me.  A student at Garden Homes Lutheran Elementary School, he is a kid with a life.  And I mean a full one with major accomplishments already in his short life.”  The article went on to talk about Quinton being an honor roll student, school leader, athlete, choir member, college bound via “Pathways to College”, perfect attendance  fisherman, hunter, and offensive and defensive lineman on the Journey House Junior Packers football team.  Thanks, Quinton, for being an awesome young man, for living your faith, and for doin’ G-House proud!  If you’d like to see the full article, go to the Web site, or stop in Dr. Nelson’s office.

( 4th Grade Adds Detectors (  In order to help out the K3-Grade 2 smoke detector service project, the GHLS 4th grade class collected just short of $80 and purchased 20 more smoke detectors on their own.  The K-4 class bagged them with a note, and the 4th graders delivered them to homes near school.  Way to live your faith, Grade 4!

( Cookies for the Quake (  GHLS’s Grade 3 class had the idea to sell cookies to raise funds to add to our mission offerings for Haiti relief.  With the help of parents, teachers, and congregation members, approximately 60 dozen cookies were baked, bagged, and sold during the school day, raising a total of $236.85.  Grade 3 would like to thank everyone who helped with this project.  GHLS also thanks Grade 3 for this awesome idea and effort.  Praise God!

( Learn about LPS ( You are invited to attend a 45 minute presentation about Luther Preparatory School (www.lps.wels.net) on Tues. February 16, 10:30 a.m. in the church at GHLS.  Grades 3-8 will also be seeing the presentation.
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