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JANUARY 6, 2010                                                                        
     GHLS Update
                     The Bi-Weekly News from Garden Homes Lutheran School

                              


            Nurturing Souls for Life, Spreading the Word of Jesus Christ



We Welcome New Students  The following students are new members of the GHLS family, as of January 4.  Please make them and their families feel welcome:  Kennedi Brooks-K5, Nicca Brooks-5th (They just moved to Milwaukee from Kansas City), and Cameron Jacobs-K3 (He was on the waiting list). 

Thanks, Mrs. Wesenberg!  GHLS thanks Mrs. Janet Wesenberg, our volunteer school librarian and part-time school office assistant, for working so hard to make our 2009-10 book reading contest a great success.   While the goal was 1,150 books, GHLS students actually read 1,692 books!  Mr. and Mrs. Wesenberg also popped and delivered the “prize popcorn” to all the rooms.  Thanks again Mrs. Wesenberg……and you, too, Mr. Wesenberg!

GHLS Students See Stars  In a really creative way, students in Mr. Bauer’s grade 6 class studied the stars before the holiday break, using a home-made planetarium.  The planetarium was made of 15 large, black garbage bags, taped together and taped to the floor.  Large fans were inserted into one end of the taped-bag set-up, to inflate the bags into a dome in which students could go.  Star constellations were poked into the plastic bags in such a way that the classroom light outside of the dome, shown through the holes into the dark inside of the dome.  Students inside the dome looked up to see a “night sky” filled with stars.  If you look closely in the upper right of the picture below, you can see some of the “stars.”  Way to go Mr. Bauer and grade 6!  What a creative way to learn about the awesome heavens God made.  6th grade star-gazers below are,  (L-R) Ronnie Allen, Destiny Donald, Terrance Little, Alexis Baldwin-Paskel, Darvell Peel, Cameren Hardin.

What If It Snows?  If it becomes necessary to cancel classes either because of snow or extreme cold, notice will be given on radio station WTMJ 620 AM and the major Milwaukee area TV stations. Listen for "Wisconsin Synod Lutheran Schools" and/or "Garden Homes Lutheran School."  Please DO NOT call the school…because no one will be here!!!  Thanks!
Good News Rung Out   The December 18, GHLS Christmas service, “Ring Out the Good News,” was a great success.  Students, families, and friends attending added up to almost 400.  Thanks to all of the GHLS students who learned and presented so well their songs and recitations.  We especially thank the 22, 7th-8th grade narrators who had special, individual parts.  Several adult attendees at the service said this was the best group of narrators we have ever had!  The narrators were (Grade 8) Lamarr Nash, TyShawn Gilmore, Janiyah Tate, Josh Evans, Jordan Jones, Anthony Little, Bethaney Covington, Amanda Paige, Nicole Brown, Avery Canada, Shontrice Cross.  (Grade 7):  Tatyana Calamese, Israel Mitchell, Diana Essoka, Adam Paige, Monifa Owens, Tyra Banks, Taylor Banks, Angelo Young, Breanna Tate, Imani Moore, Austin Wesley.  
Student Essay Excerpts  Destiny Donald (Gr. 6) recently entered the Ed-Vest essay contest, a contest connected with “Higher Education Day” and an opportunity to focus on life goals and the role that education can play in reaching them. In addition to saying she wanted to be a lawyer, Destiny stressed she wants to be an example for others in her family by studying hard, setting goals, and accomplishing her dreams.  She also wrote, “It’s very important for me to attend college…because I will become one of the few members in my family to attend and graduate from college.  I want to stick with this plan…because I know it will be a blessing, not just for me, but for others, too.  I believe that God has blessed me…and my mom has always told me that I can do anything I put my mind to…I also believe that I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  Nice essay, Destiny.

Student Excels on Tests  Last fall, GHLS students in grades 3-8 took the Terra Nova Achievement Tests in order to assess their progress in Reading, Language, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies. When the results for the whole school were returned, 7th grader, Angelo Young, emerged as GHLS’s highest scoring student.  His composite percentile score for all the tests was 92.6, meaning that he did better than almost 93% of all the students in America who took these tests at his grade level.  His individual subject percentiles were…Reading 94, Language 86, Math 94, Science 90, Social Studies 99.  The next highest composite percentile score for a GHLS 7th or 8th grader was 84.2.  Way to go, Angelo!  One other GHLS student scored in the 90’s on the tests. Kenton Fabian’s (Gr. 5) composite percentile score was 90.2.  Nice work, Kenton!

No Tardy Trend Here!  So far this quarter, only 18 letters from the principal have been sent home for students hitting the 5 tardy mark.  The 2nd Quarter ends on January 15 with any students hitting the 10 tardy mark before then being dismissed from GHLS for the rest of the school year.   In the 1st Quarter, we sent 34 letters, so this quarter has been really awesome!  Keep up the great work, everyone.

King + Conferences = No Classes  Monday, January 18, GHLS does not have classes as we are observing the national recognition of Dr. Martin Luther King’s birthday.  Then, on Friday, January 22, we have no school to allow for 2nd Quarter Report Card Conferences.  Report Card Conferences begin on Thursday, January 21 (4:00-6:30 p.m.) and continue on Friday, January 22 (8:00-10:00 a.m.).  Plan today to attend these special “Report Card Days.”  If you cannot make the times noted, contact your child’s teacher to make other arrangements.  Report cards will not be sent home, and parents will have three weeks from the end of the quarter to meet with their children’s teachers to discuss progress.  Any child whose parent DOES NOT meet with the teacher by Friday, February 5, 2010, will be excluded from classes until the obligation is fulfilled (see Garden Homes Lutheran School Partnership Agreement, Policy on Admission, letter “h”).  We’re not trying to be “hard guys” but rather trying to reinforce that parents are the most influential people in their children’s lives. 

ER Ending for Grades 7&8  Beginning January 18 (1st day of 3rd Quarter), students in grades 7-8 will not be permitted to come back up to their classrooms after 3:45 p.m. for “Educational Recovery” (ER) unless it is a special circumstance arranged with the teacher.  ER is intended for students who struggle academically, to provide them with additional tutoring.  It is not an after school study hall or after school “baby-sitting,” taking the place of Extended Care (which is GHLS’s paid “baby-sitting” option).   This new “policy” is also being instituted in the second semester to help our upper grades students develop the responsibility and self-discipline required for completing their homework on their own, something vital for high school.  Paid, extended care is still available for any upper grades students who need it, because their ride does not come right after school.  

JC Sings  Junior Choir sings on Sunday, January 24th in the 10:00 a.m. church service.

K3-2nd Grade: Service Project  The students in grades K3-2nd grade would like to provide smoke detectors and 9 volt batteries to homes in our school community, as a service learning project.  Statistics show that about 1,000 children age nine and under, die each year because of home fires. About 70% of home fire deaths result from fires in homes with no smoke detectors or no working smoke detectors. Most home fires are preventable and, with proper planning, a fire needn't end in tragedy.  Any GHLS students/families who would like to participate in this project can donate one new smoke detector and/or batteries.  The K3-2nd grade goal is to provide 50 homes with smoke detectors and batteries. You can drop off smoke detectors/batteries in the K3, K4, K5, 1st or 2nd grade classrooms from January 5th-January 15. If you have any questions please contact Ms. Dorsey (K4).
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