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THANKS for Sharing  Fifteen people who were parents or grandparents of Garden Homes Lutheran School (GHLS) children and/or members of Garden Homes Lutheran Church (GHLC) attended the two special listening sessions with Dr. Nelson to share their thoughts about what GHLS should start doing, what it should keep doing, and what it should stop doing.  The listening sessions were very lively and positive with great input received.  Participants requested that more listening sessions be conducted periodically.  Keep your eyes and ears open for more details.

Parents Signing Up  Several GHLS parents have returned the special “Plenty of Partnership Possibilities”  sheet, indicating they would help at GHLS in various ways.  In the days to come, these parents will be contacted by GHLS and “plugged into” valuable service opportunities.  If you’d like to volunteer at GHLS, contact your child’s teacher or Dr. Nelson, to learn of the many opportunities.

Student Receives Amazing Letter   Last summer, GHLS 6th grader, Kia McCollum-White wrote a letter to President Barak Obama, sharing with him some of the challenges she is facing in her life.  She never expected a reply, but on September 29, she received a signed letter from the President, on White House stationary.  The letter thanked Kia for telling him about the tough times she is facing and encouraged, “As a young man, I too faced difficult moments.  Like many young Americans, I found hope and support in my family and community.  Overcoming adversity is a test we all face, and it is often helpful to reach out to family, teachers, clergy, and others we respect for guidance and assistance.”  The letter ended with the President reassuring Kia that he is working for her and all of America’s families.  Thanks, Kia for sharing this awesome letter with GHLS, and may the Lord use our school to be a great source of support and encouragement for you and all of our students.    

Tardy Tally Begins Again  For the first quarter of the 2009-10 school year, no GHLS students were dismissed for hitting the 10 tardy limit.  Some families came close, but no one “crossed the line.”  We praise and thank God for all of you who worked very hard to get your children to school on time.  The tally starts over for the 2nd quarter.  Teachers will keep track of new tardies beginning November 2 and track them until the end of the 2nd quarter on January 15.  Families hitting 5 tardies, will immediately receive a letter from Dr. Nelson, reminding them to “step it up.”  Unfortunately, any students hitting 10 tardies before January 15, will be dismissed.
	
	


Shoo the Flu  So far, the lowest, daily GHLS attendance rate has been 92%.  That’s pretty good considering all the sickness that seems to be flying around.  Of course, you can help your child “shoo the flu” by having them do some very simple things:  1) Eat right.  2) Get plenty of sleep.  3) Don’t come to school if feeling ill.  4) Cover their mouths when coughing/sneezing.  5) Frequently wash their hands with soap and warm water or hand sanitizer.  6) Get a flu shot.  One, caring GHLS parent has suggested that Mr. Wesenberg and Dr. Nelson no longer shake hands with students at the front door. The faculty discussed this at it’s recent meeting, and decided that the “public relations/school spirit” benefits outweigh the risks at this time.  If, however, you would not want your child to shake hands when they come in the morning, we will totally understand.

Food Pantry Restocked   By God's grace, Garden Homes Lutheran Church has been able to restock its Food Pantry and resume its regular schedule.  The Food Pantry is open the first and third Tuesdays of each month from 9-11 a.m.  To pick up a grocery bag of food items, come to the main entrance of the school on the designated dates.  Please contact Family Minister, Paul Marquardt with questions: 444-9050 ext. 105 or e-mail: pmarquardt@gardenhomeslutheran.org.

All School Service Project   GHLS is planning a very special all-school Thanksgiving project to collect and distribute Thanksgiving food and spiritual encouragement to needy families in the GHLS neighborhood.  In addition to donating food, all GHLS grades will be assigned different aspects of the project (making posters, cards, decorating bags, etc.). The distribution day will be Saturday, November 21, 10:00-noon at GHLS.  From Monday, November 9 to Friday November 20, GHLS students will collect and donate food according to the “assignments” listed in the table below.  On Friday, November 20, after school and Saturday, November 21 in the morning, food will be bagged by G-House Representatives, faculty, and the GHLC Food Pantry team.  Please start bringing the food items to school and depositing them in the special boxes in each classroom and in the halls.   

FOOD ITEMS TO BE COLLECTED BY GRADE:  K3-Canned Corn, K4-Canned Green Beans, K5-Canned Cranberries, Gr1-Boxed Stuffing Mix, Gr2-Boxed Mac and Cheese, Gr3-Canned Corn, Gr4-Canned Pie Filling, Gr5-Canned Green Beans, Gr6-Canned Cranberries, Gr7-Boxed Stuffing Mix, Gr8-Boxed Mac and Cheese.  Turkeys, pie crusts, spiritual literature, and anything we are short on will be purchased using community service dollars given to us by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  The class collecting the most food items will receive a special “reward” from Dr. Nelson.
One Fourth Is Over  Can you believe it?  The end of the first quarter of the 2009-10 school year is today, October 28.  On November 5, 4-6:30 p.m. and November 6, 8-10 a.m. (no school that day), you will have the chance to meet with your children’s teachers to discuss their progress.   Plan today to attend these special “Report Card Days.”  If you cannot make the times noted, contact your child’s teacher to make other arrangements.  Report cards will not be sent home, and parents will have three weeks from the end of the quarter to meet with their children’s teachers to discuss progress.  Any child whose parents DO NOT meet with the teacher by Wednesday, November 18, 2009, will be excluded from classes until the obligation is fulfilled (see Garden Homes Lutheran School Partnership Agreement, Policy on Admission, letter “h”).  We’re not trying to be “hard guys” but rather trying to reinforce that parents are the most influential people in their children’s lives. 

Fall Recognition Day  Wednesday, November 4 is the Fall Recognition Event.  Deserving GHLS students will be given special recognition for attendance, athletics, academics, and more.  The event is held in the gym beginning at 2:30 p.m. and is open to all parents, grandparents, and family of GHLS’ great students.

Remember, No School  Don’t forget that tomorrow and Friday we have no school due to the Wisconsin State Lutheran Teacher’s Conference.  Classes resume on Monday, November 2, which is also the beginning to the 2nd quarter.

Required Testing  As a school participating in the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP), GHLS is required to participate in a national research study that seeks to ascertain if MPCP students perform any better academically than non-MPCP students.  Through random selection by an outside agency, 14 GHLS students in grades 4-8, will participate in the testing at various times during the school day between now and November 23.  If your child comes home and says he/she had to take some special tests, this is why.  If you’d have any questions, contact Mrs. Kathy Horn, GHLS’s Educational Consultant from OMNI Learning Resources: klynnhorn@yahoo.com 414-331-9309.

The Seasons Are Over  GHLS finished its second season of soccer with a final record of 0-8-1. The players continued to put forward a good effort in learning the game of soccer, as it is new for many of them. We were blessed this season with some strong leaders that will be returning next year to continue to grow the soccer program at Garden Homes. Mr. Kasten and Mr. Dodge enjoyed working with our team and watching them use their God-given gifts.   Our girls “A” volleyball team completed its season—including two tournaments—with a record of 3-10.  Many of the matches were close with GHLS taking individual games but then failing to capture the matches.  Only one of the “A” team players will be returning as the others are headed off to high school.  Mrs. Herbert thanks 8th graders, Bethaney Covington, Janiyah Tate, Sharae Freeman , Alonda Glass, Amanda Paige, Alexus Ness, Nicole Brown, and 7th grader, Diana Essoka, for an exciting season.  Watch for details about basketball starting soon.

Thanks!  Last Friday, I celebrated my 53rd birthday and many GHLS students made me feel VERY special.  Four classes sang to me (grade 4 even wanted me to go through the “Spanking Machine”…NOT!  They made up for that later by delivering fresh applesauce!).  Twenty-three students made cards or gave me special notes, and scores wished me, “Happy Birthday.”  The first graders even tried to guess my age, with 91 being the highest guess and 15 the lowest.  GHLS has incredible students who are living their faith, and I certainly felt their love and friendship.  Thanks again to all of you and thanks to Jesus for our great school!!!   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Dr. Nelson
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