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SEPTEMBER 16, 2009
     GHLS Update
                     The Bi-Weekly News from Garden Homes Lutheran School

                              


            Nurturing Souls for Life, Spreading the Word of Jesus Christ









A Great Start A little over three weeks are completed in the first quarter of the 2009-10 school year, and things have been going very well.  Students have been living their faith by studying hard, cooperating with their teachers, and getting along with each other.  Very few discipline issues have found students being sent to Dr. Nelson’s  office.  That’s TOTALLY AWESOME!  Garden Homes Lutheran School is a great school with incredibly talented students.  Please join me in praying that this level of effort and commitment stays strong. ……………………………

Lead Through Example and Love We are challenging the upper grade students (Grades 7-8) to step up and be the school leaders God wants them to be and the leaders GHLS needs, to have a great year.  Already, some wonderful examples have been seen.  Many older students assist younger ones coming to and going from school.  In the halls, I have heard older students encourage younger ones to, “Shape up” and “Be a leader.”  One 8th grade boy was asked by Dr. Nelson to mediate a dispute between two 3rd grade boys, and he did an excellent job.  The 7th and 8th graders have completed a “Start-Sustain-Stop” exercise in which they wrote what they would like to see started at GHLS that we currently don’t do or have, what they’d like to see kept or sustained because it is a good thing, and what they’d like to see stopped because it maybe is not effective.  All of the “Start-Sustain-Stop” input will be reviewed by Dr. Nelson and eventually discussed by students, parents, and faculty.   Some 7th and 8th graders will also have the opportunity and privilege to become members of the “G-House of Representatives,” a new leadership/decision-making body being started.  More details on this will be forthcoming.               

Helping Others Make a New Beginning  We have designated the first half of this year’s mission offerings to go to New Beginnings, a home for single mothers in Denver, Colorado.  New Beginnings helps these mothers learn valuable skills to become effective parents while nurturing their spiritual needs.  We live because Jesus gave his life for us.  What better way to honor and serve him than by giving life to others. You can learn more about New Beginnings at www.homeformothers.com.  Students should bring their mission offerings to school chapel services where it is collected – Wednesdays for K3-Grade 2, Fridays for Grades 3-8.   Each classroom also has a large baby-bottle-bank in which to put their offerings.
Tonight's the Night!  This is a reminder that tonight (Wednesday, September 16, 6:00-7:30 p.m.) is “Classroom Visitation Night.”   After a short, fun welcome by Dr. Nelson, you will have the chance to visit your child’s classrooms and teachers.  What a great way to begin the school year and the school-home partnership needed to help our dear students succeed.  Here’s the schedule:  6:00-6:30 Welcome/Mixer/Intros.  6:30-6:50 Teacher Presentations (in rooms).  6:50-7:10 Explore the School/Visit Other Teachers.  7:10-7:30  Wrap-Up and Refreshments.
Need Someone to Talk To?   Garden Homes Lutheran Church offers free, confidential, biblical counseling for the wide variety of surprises life throws at us.  If you or someone you know is in need of Godly encouragement, or if you just need someone to talk to, you may call (414) 444-9050 ext. 107 to contact Pastor Jeremy Mattek, or (414) 444-9050 ext. 105 to speak with Family Minister, Paul Marquardt.
Thanks for Listening  In the last Update, we asked parents to not come to the classrooms after 7:40 a.m. or before 3:45 p.m.   Since then, we have had awesome cooperation!   We love parental support, interest, and encouragement, but we also love to have our students daily routine run as smoothly as it can.  Thanks for listening and helping.  

Signatures Needed  Several families did not sign and return the school’s “Tardy Policy” document or complete the vitally important contact cards.   Copies of both were sent home last Friday with those students/families from whom the information is needed.  If the items came to your home last week, please sign them and return them by the end of this week.  Thanks very much! 
Get Your Act Together!  Do you have your act together for, “G-House Got Talent!”?  The big show is scheduled for Friday, October 2.  Each GHLS student has the opportunity to enter an act individually or with others.  $2.00/person will be charged at the door to add to the playground fund.  Watch for more exciting details. If you have questions, contact Mrs. Mueller (K5 teacher) 444-9050 ext. 110.     
Special Services for Students  Some helpful services are made available to GHLS students who need it.  Mrs. Jean Weiss from NESI (Non-public Educational Services, Inc.) is GHLS Title 1 Reading teacher, working with 48 students.  Ms. Julie Bronk, also of NESI, is the Title 1 Math teacher, helping 24 students.  Mrs. Kathy Horn of OMNI Learning Resources, Ltd., works with GHLS and other central-city WELS schools to provide a buffet of services for our staff and students.  Partnership with Wisconsin Lutheran College’s (WLC) Pathways to College program will be available to GHLS students in grade 5.  Special testing and training in economics (“Financial Fitness for Life”) is being conducted in grade 7 through a connection Mr. Walz has with the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  

 Confidential Christian Counseling  On-site educational, psychological, behavioral, and family counseling is available for GHLS students and families from Christian psychologist, Dr. John Juern.  There is no charge for these services.  Contact GHLS Principal, Dr. Joel Nelson, for more information: (414) 444-9050 ext. 206 or jnelson@gardehomeslutheran.org. 
A Great Opportunity  Several GHLS teachers have posted special “Giving and Donation Opportunities” for classroom or teaching items that are not able to be funded by the regular school budget.  If the Lord would move you to contribute, that would be wonderful!  The list can be found on the southwest wall in the school lobby. 
An Even Greater Opportunity!  To help you during the “economic downturn” and to help GHLS, we’d like to tell you about a unique opportunity.  For only $10.00 you can purchase a plastic GHLS “Credit” Card, good through April 1, 2010 at 15 different stores and restaurants in Milwaukee and Wauwatosa.  The GHLS card gives you valuable discounts on all your purchases.  Plus, part of the money from every card purchase goes toward funding a much-needed book scanner for the GHLS library.   Buy a card or six for you and your friends!  Promote GHLS and enjoy some great eats and treats!  The cards are available for purchase anytime (cash only) in the school office. 
Foundations Class Returning in October  For Parents who have not yet fulfilled their requirement of attending four “Foundations Class” sessions, we encourage you to mark your calendar and plan to attend the four sessions in October (7, 14, 21, 28 – all Wednesdays at 6 P.M.).  These classes are Bible studies which lay the foundations of the Christian faith taught here at Garden Homes Lutheran.  The classes run about an hour and meet in the cafeteria (Room 115) on the main floor.  If for some reason these dates/time do not work for you, please contact Family Minister, Paul Marquardt, at (414) 444-9050  ext. 105 or pmarquardt@gardenhomeslutheran.org.
Waste Not, Want Not  
Whatever you can do to encourage your child to waste less food at lunch time would be very much appreciated.  With so many people in the world going hungry, it is hard to watch good food being tossed.  Please help us encourage better stewardship of the God-given blessing of food.


The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love.  Galatians 5:6b
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