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     GHLS Update
                     The Bi-Weekly News from Garden Homes Lutheran School

                              


            Nurturing Souls for Life, Spreading the Word of Jesus Christ













Terrific Turnout!  According to the sign-in sheets, 53 parents, step parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and friends attended the September 16th “Classroom Visitation Night.”  Several students and all the school teachers were also there, making the total count close to 80.  THANKS SO MUCH to all of you that came!  The evening began with music, introductions by Dr. Nelson, teacher and parent introductions, a group mixer, singing, and a short devotion.  Then everyone visited individual classrooms to hear a short presentation by the teachers.  The upbeat event ended with refreshments and an invitation to sign up for helping at school using the “Plenty of Partnership Possibilities” sheet.  Parents were also invited to share opinions via a special “Start-Sustain-Stop” form.  These two forms can be found at www.gardenhomeslutheran.org/school.  Look under “For Parents.”    

The Winner Was…  It was a close vote, but Grade 1 bested Grade 5 to win Dr. Nelson’s special “reward” for parent attendance at “Classroom Visitation Night.”  From a list of four options specially designed for grade 2 (ice cream for the class, foxy new pens/pencils for all, a special “Winners!” badge to wear, or one day without school uniforms).  The class picked…drum roll please…ice cream!    The final parent-count by grade:  K3-5 parents, K4-4, K5-7, 1st-12, 2nd-6, 3rd-8, 4th-6, 5th-11, 6th-4, 7th-2, 8th-6.  

G-House of Representatives  Sixteen GHLS 7th and 8th grade students have been appointed to a special leadership group called the “G-House of Representatives.”  This group exists to help students “share their voice” and “have a say” in certain aspects of the Garden Homes Lutheran School’s (GHLS) ministry.  The representatives were selected on the basis of teacher, peer, and principal evaluations against these criterion: Christian attitude, Cooperative spirit, Strong work-ethic, Responsible and dependable, Good friend to others, Always do their best, Don’t quit when things get tough,  Respect their teachers-classmates-self, Love God.  The 16 members are (Grade 8) Nicole Brown, Bethaney Covington, Josh Evans, Tory Johnson, Jordan Jones, Lamarr Nash, Alexus Ness, Amanda Paige, Zachary Peters; (Grade 7) David Alston, Taylor Banks, Isaiah Dorsey, Diana Essoka, Miron Jacobs, Adam Paige, Angelo Young.  The “G-House of Representatives” will have its first meeting later this week.

“Taste of Ministry”  On Monday, October 5 and Tuesday, October 6, eight seniors from Luther Preparatory School in Watertown, WI (www.lps.wels.net) will observe teachers and assist in the following eight GHLS classrooms: Mrs. Mueller (K5), Mrs. Herbert (Gr. 1), Mrs. Wendland (Gr. 3), Mr. A. Bauer (Gr.4), Mr. Kasten (Gr. 5), Mr. J. Bauer (Gr. 6), Mr. Walz (Gr. 7), and Mr. Dodge (Gr. 8).  The students will be lodging overnight at some of the faculty homes as well. 

Waste Not, Want Not  
Whatever you can do to encourage your child to waste less food at lunch time would be very much appreciated.  With so many people in the world going hungry, it is hard to watch good food being tossed.  Please help us encourage better stewardship of the God-given blessing of food.

Trip Trousers  Unless told otherwise by your child’s teacher, the school dress code applies for field trips.  If you ever wonder about the dress code, consult page 18 in your GHLS Parents’ Handbook.

The Flu and You   Like everyone else in America, we are monitoring the H1N1 flu data.  Some good Web sites we have been made aware of are http://pandemic.wi.gov and www.aurora.org/services/vna/shooflu.  The more you learn about taking care of yourself and children during the coming flu season, the better for all of us.  Some simple “rules” still can work wonders:  1) Eat right.  2) Get plenty of sleep.  3) Don’t come to school if you are ill.  4) Cover your mouth when coughing/sneezing.  5) Frequently wash your hands with soap and warm water.  6) Get a flu shot.

G-House Chaperones   No students are allowed at extracurricular events held at GHLS unless they are under the supervision of an adult, and teachers don’t count!  If your child wants to come to a game or other school activity, either you need to be along or your child needs to be “connected” to some other adult who will be responsible for him/her.  If your child comes and is not under adult supervision, he/she will be asked to leave.

Kudos to GHLS Students  Four GHLS students are taking band lessons at GHLS through the Wisconsin Lutheran High School band program.  These GHLS students are honing their God-given, musical gifts with lessons on Tuesday afternoons:  Janyiah Tate-Grade 8 (trombone), Bethaney Covington-Grade 8 (alto sax), Kaila Johnson-Grade 5 (percussion), Kamry McDowell-Hinton-Grade 5 (clarinet).  … In partnership with Wisconsin Lutheran College (WLC), seven GHLS students are enrolled in “Pathways to College.”  This program is designed to assist urban students to succeed in college. The primary focus of the program is to develop students to be academically sound, socially responsible, and spiritually strong, and to have the financial resources to continue their educations beyond high school.  GHLS students in “Pathways” are Terrance Little and Quinton Reed (Gr. 6), Diana Essoka, Adam Paige, and Angelo Young (Gr. 7), and Amanda Paige and Celeste Savage (Gr. 8).  You can learn more about “Pathways to College” here: www.pathwaystocollege.info.  ...  GHLS also announces its September “Leadership Awards.”  Students receiving this honor get their photograph displayed by their classrooms and in the school lobby.  Perfect Attendance & No Tardies:  C’niya Dean (K3), Marques Fabian (K3), NyQeria Roby (K3).  Class Leaders:  Aiyona King (K4), Azaria Glenn (K4), Imari McLemore (4), Tanayah Ross (4) Brunard Williams (4).  Outstanding Classroom Participation:  Kemonni Wilson (K5), Tobias Ross (1), Lauren Pitts (1), Chloe Mattek (1), David Alston (7), Miron Jacobs (7), Diana Essoka (7), Adam Paige (7), Amanda Paige (8), Jordan Jones (8), Lamarr Nash (8), Alexus Ness (8).  Christian Leadership:  Jeffrey Simon (1), Kaylee Mattek (1), Arionna Holt (1), Jendaya Howard (1), Davyn Goss (2), Olivia Robinson (2), Timothy Stewart (2), Ky’arra Walker (2), Jacob Evans (5), A’Miracle Burks (5), Kytelyne Thomas-Kelly (5), Kenton Fabian (5), Destiny Donald (6), Xzavier Laye (6), Janae Freeman (6), Alexis Baldwin-Paskel (6)  Congratulations!
	
	


WANTED:  Educational Aides  Garden Homes Lutheran School (GHLS) is seeking to employ qualified individuals to serve as paid Educational Aides for the 2010-11 school year, and potentially for some of the 2009-10 school year.  If you would be interested, email your resume/bio to Dr. Nelson: jnelson@gardenhomeslutheran.org.    

G-House Got Talent!  See the special note attached!

Other Special Services  Some other helpful services are made available to GHLS students who need it.  Mrs. Jean Weiss from NESI (Non-public Educational Services, Inc.) is GHLS Title 1 Reading teacher, working with 48 students.  Ms. Julie Bronk, also of NESI, is the Title 1 Math teacher, helping 24 students.  Mrs. Kathy Horn of OMNI Learning Resources, Ltd., works with GHLS and other central-city WELS schools to provide a buffet of services for our staff and students.  In-house counseling for students and families by psychologist, Dr. John Juern, is available to GHLS students and families at no charge.  Partnership with Wisconsin Lutheran College’s (WLC) Pathways to College program will be available to GHLS students in grade 5.  Special testing and training in economics (“Financial Fitness for Life”) is being conducted in grade 7 through a connection Mr. Walz has with the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

A Great Opportunity  Several GHLS teachers have posted special “Giving and Donation Opportunities” for classroom or teaching items that are not able to be funded by the regular school budget.  If the Lord would move you to contribute, that would be wonderful!  The list can be found on the southwest wall in the school lobby. 

Picture Day  School Picture Day is Thursday, October 15.  Soon, you will receive all the ordering details for this special day.  GHLS students who are purchasing pictures are allowed to bring a different shirt/top to change into before the picture is taken.  Students not buying pictures must come to school in their uniforms and will not be allowed to change. 

Testing, Testing, Testing  GHLS fall achievement testing runs from now until October 9 for grades 3-8.  Getting plenty of sleep at night and eating well in the morning will increase your child’s opportunity to do well on these important tests.     

Are You Coming? Parents who have not yet fulfilled their requirement of attending four “Foundations Class” sessions, are encouraged to attend the four sessions in October (7, 14, 21, 28 – all Wednesdays at 6 P.M.).   Also, the next “Men’s Bible Breakfast” is Saturday, October 10, 9:00 a.m. in the GHLS cafeteria.   All of you Dads, Grandpas, Uncles, and teenagers are invited to join us.
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